The role of monocytes in rheumatoid synovitis.
In non-specific and rheumatoid synovitis, the use of specific monoclonal antibodies against antigenic determinants of cells of the immune system showed that the characteristic changes of rheumatoid synovitis are located in the synovial internal layers. The monocytes were OKM1, OKM5, S100, OKDR positive, while the subintimal monocytes in non-specific synovitis were OKDR negative. We suggest that, in rheumatoid synovitis, the previously activated monocytes are transported by the bloodstream and pass through the so-called "sinovial barrier" to arrive in the subintimal layers ready to interact with T helper lymphocytes and initiate the immune response mechanisms responsible for lesions in rheumatoid synovitis.